GENERAL  WELLESLEY'S  DESPATCHES                 IOQ

recorded, left the plans and the demonstrator, and was
soon helping me in the search. In an hour's time we
had landed a dozen holograph despatches of him who was
later the great Duke of Wellington. There were other
despatches not written but only signed by the great man.
And in these it was noticeable that the practice was not,
as now, for the despatch to bear the signature only of the
sender, but that the whole of the subscription was in the
handwriting of the official. Apparently this was because
of the variety of expression employed in the concluding
sentences. These were not confined to the "your obedient
servant" of to-day, but expanded into the most honorific
or affectionate addresses. Thus were to be seen, " I have
the honour to subscribe myself, Sir, with the sentiments of
profound respect and admiration, your obedient, humble

servant,-----." Or, "Sir, yours with real devotion and

the warmest affection and regard, ------." The scribe, who

could not guess to what lengths his employer's respect
or affection might carry him, was constrained to leave
this complimentary part to be filled in according to
circumstances.

I shall never forget the pleasurable excitement of that
hot afternoon in the record-room at Nagpore. I have
seldom experienced anything like it, save, perhaps, when
the long-awaited tiger has at last appeared, or when the
legend of some very rare coin has been developed, after
careful cleaning, from a chance find, picked up in a handful
of rubbish in an up-country bazaar. This find of Wellington
autographs, interesting as it was, did not contain any
unpublished despatches of the great man. Like other
officials, he, perforce, had a letter-book, and into this his
despatches, when he had written them off, were copied in
due course. And from these books was Gurwood's collection
subsequently copied out and printed.

But interesting as the old records were, it was never
given to me to remain long at the office at Nagpore.
Save when the heavy rains rendered road and river utterly